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Ident:tres Must Be Secret

: The crisisin Iran has dnven home the
message that our nation must have the
best possible information about what is
happening—or may happen — around

. the world. Too often events, in Iran -

and elsewhere, have caught our natxon
by surprise. - , , :
Although the men and women serv-

ing in our intelligence agencies possess.

the same dedication and profes-
‘sionalism which have characterized
them since their founding during World
War 11, a prevailing public atmosphere
of suspicion and cynicism has hmdercd
their efforts in recent years. .

This atmosphere, described - .
broadly as = post-Watergate reac-"

tion to a relatively few well-
publicized excesses, has gone

bevond a healthy reappraisal of

what is valuable and what is
dangerous in ‘the field of im-.
- telligence. It has amounted fo a
- free-wheeling attack on the ability -+
of our nation to engage in the -
. essential intelligence activities it

must engage in if we are to protect -

ourselves and our allies against
foreign enemies.

A good example of the extreme to
which some have gone in recent years
has been the overt publication of the
names of U.S. intelligence personnel
working secretly overseas. This has
been done by individuals such as the

one-time CIA agent, Philip Agee, and -

the editors of such publications as
Counterspy and Covert Action Infor-

mation Bulletin. The director of the

Central Intelligence Agency, Adm.
Stansfield Tumner, hit the mark dead
center when he described as *“‘traitors”’

those who reveal the names of U.S.’
agents who have been serving under

cover.

‘In October, the entire membership of
the House Permanent Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence~—both Republicans
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One-time CIA agent Agee (above) is
_an example of the extremists who ex-
pose U.S. agents who have been serv-
mg undercover BT

L

and Democrats~301ned in co-
sponsoring a so-called ‘‘names of
agents’’ bill.- This measure for the first
time reflects a bipartisan consensus that
the release of the name of an agent —

even if obtained from open sources —

_should be a federal crime.

This legislation is desperately need-
ed. The brave men and women who -
serve our nation overseas deserve at
least this measure of respect and protec-
* tion from their government. . .

Another area in which our in-

- ‘telligence activities have diminished in

recent years has been in covert action
operations. These operations, by which
we advance our national security in-
terests by supporting forces friendly to
us, are an indispensable clement of our
forelgn policy.

‘But significant covert action opera- l[

tions have become next to impossible ;
since the passage in 1974 of the so- |
called Hughes-Ryan amendment.i

" " The chairman and rankmg mmonty

" . that the cumbersome reporting pro-
. cedures . required by Hughes-Ryan

. pass this Congress to reduce the report-.

. _ physical danger. ‘,'_.,H
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Under Hughes-—Ryan, the Presndent xsk
required to report all covert operations
““in a timely fashion’” to eight separate!
committees of Congress. Such a broad
disclosure reqmrement nsks Ieaks of .

: sensmve material.”, R ‘

o
- For this reason, forelgn govem- e

. ments as well as individuals are in-
=, creasingly unwilling to cooperate )
‘with the United States in these .
much-needed operations. They ex-
. press justifiable fear that the ex-
... posure of their participation may
‘cause them political embarrass- . °
- ment—or even put them in grave

members of ‘the affected committees
have indicated unanimous agreement

must be revised. There  is .now a
reasonable prospect that legislation will

ing requirement to just one committee | '
in each body of Congress. =~ - - g
“These are just a few samples of the -

- sort of changes which must be made if '

we are to re-establish our intelligence|

. capability. The world is too dangerous |

a place for us not to have the strongest |

l possible-intelligence service. o
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